


There is every hope for the revival and survival of 
traditional crafts in the twenty-first century. Living with 
the realities of an increasingly stressful lifestyle, many 
people are rejecting the idea of a conventional career, 
preferring to take control of their own destiny. With 
greater frequency they now realize that an alternative 
exists in the mastering of a craft skill, and that this can 
offer a fulfilling and rewarding life, frequently spent in 
a beautiful and unspoiled environment. The future of 
traditional crafts rests with this new generation.

Extract from ‘Traditional Crafts of Ireland’ by David Shaw-Smith, independent documentary 
film and documentary maker. His work has included the series ‘Hands’ and ‘In Good Hands’.



Craft has always had a part to play 
in everyday life. Since vessels were 
first made from clay, clothing was 
fashioned from wool and precious 
metals were used for adornment, 
making has been intrinsic to 
our lives. 

Over the centuries, the story of craft has evolved: 
from the Middle Ages through to the Industrial 
Revolution and the Arts and Crafts movement it 
has, at various times, been both at centre stage 
and at the margins. 

Now in the 21st century there are more and more 
signs that craft is on the ascent. There is a renewed 
interest in making and a desire to connect with the 
real, the authentic and the handmade. Designers 
are returning to the workshop and global brands 
are increasingly eager to emphasise their craft 
credentials. In our post-industrial and technologically 
advanced society, it seems that the power of making 
has never been greater. 

But while craft is essentially about making, it is also 
about skill and technique and an appreciation of 
heritage and tradition. Undoubtedly, today’s makers 
continue to respect crafts’ roots. However, they also 
embrace new technology and engage in forward 
thinking ideas. It is this approach, which reflects the 
reality for many of today’s makers, that defines craft 
in contemporary society. 

FORM is a group of makers who live and work in the 
Carlow region of Ireland. Creating wearable pieces 
as well as functional and sculptural objects in textiles, 
metal, wood and clay, individually each member of 
the group is committed to making at the highest 
level, while collectively, the group engage in select 
exhibitions and events with the purpose of not only 
raising the profile of individual members but of 
increasing our understanding and appreciation of the 
value of the handmade.

In an increasingly homogeneous world, craft 
represents the unique, the one off and the precious. 
It is about making, an innate understanding and 
closeness to material and that all-important dialogue 
between head and hand. Surrounded by the mass 
produced and the often banal, we should count 
ourselves lucky to still have the opportunity to possess 
a beautiful handcrafted, original object, created by the 
members of craft groups such as FORM. 

Frances McDonald, May 2014.



Ariane Tobin Jewellery Catherine Sothern Designs 
Cillian Ó Súilleabháin Emma Jane Champley
Glenn Lucas Woodturning Leiko FELT Lollipops & 
Daydreams mm-ceramics Nicola Brown Slaney 
HandCraft Stephen O’Briain Furniture Valg Studio from 
‘Traditional Crafts of Ireland’ by David Shaw-Smith, independent documentary 
film and documentary maker. His work has included the series ‘Hands’ and ‘In Good Hands’.

Explanation of Keys used throughout 

 Workshops and/or classes
 Studio visits available
 Commissions welcome
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Ariane Tobin 
Jewellery

For me, jewellery making is the meeting of art 
and engineering.  It demands precision and an 
understanding of both the human body and 
materials, balanced with a concern for 
the aesthetic.  

I’m intrigued by how plants, coral and 
sea urchins function, their structure, basic 
engineering and biology. Using precious 
metals and other diverse materials, I explore 
these forms, textures and motifs, interpreting 
them to create a range of jewellery and 
wearable sculpture.

Ariane Tobin
t: +353 86 8346825
ariane@arianetobin.ie
www.arianetobin.ie
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Catherine Sothern 
Designs

I design and make fashion accessories, 
functional tableware, wall hangings, rugs 
and cushions which are naturally dyed and 
printed from an assortment of organic matter. 
Growing up in rural Ireland not only gave 
me an appreciation of the natural world, but 
nurtured my creativity and imagination. I use 
native leaves and bark together with onion 
skins to achieve my original prints onto silk, 
linen, cotton, superfine merino and hand felted 
fabrics, which I then dye in eucalyptus or rust 
dye pots.

Catherine Brennan Sothern
t: +353 87 6556366
sotherncatherine@gmail.com
www.catherinesotherndesigns.com



Cillian Ó Súilleabháin

My minimal aesthetic is the result of an 
extensive design process where complex ideas 
are reduced to their fundamental components.  
Inspired by my engineering background, a 
strong interest in geometry, symmetry and 
contrast informs the early stages of my work, 
while its scientific and investigative aspects 
feed into my process and final forms.

Ultimately my designs come from trusting my 
instincts as well as reflecting on, questioning 
and challenging my choices. 

Cillian Ó Súilleabháin
t: +353 87 951 8651
info@cosfurniture.ie
www.cosfurniture.ie
C
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Emma Jane 
Champley

I have a passion for working with silver, 
exploring this beautiful metal’s characteristics 
and showcasing it in its purest form using 
simple, elegant shapes that are highly polished 
or roughly hammered. My fascination with 
fastenings has allowed the closing and opening 
mechanisms to take centre stage in many of my 
pieces. I want the wearer to interact with my 
jewellery and be aware of it through its weight, 
its feel or the sounds that it makes.

Emma Jane Champley
t: +353 59 977 3859 / +353 85 132 5590
emmajanechampley@gmail.com
www.emmajanechampley.com
W S C
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Glenn Lucas 
Woodturning

Pure curves appear everywhere in nature. From 
the roundness of a full moon to the flowing 
curve of an onion bulb, I add precision and 
crispness. Colour and grain of Irish woods are 
chosen carefully to complement the design of 
the piece.

Glenn Lucas
t: +353 59 972 7070
info@glennlucas.com
www.glennlucas.com
W S C
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Leiko FELT

Felting is one of the world’s most ancient textile 
techniques. It has a unique character and is created 
from the wool of sheep, which have provided us 
with food, clothing and shelter since the beginning 
of history. This has not only allowed us to survive, 
but also to connect, through our creativity, express 
our emotions and enrich our community.

My work explores the potential of felt within 
twenty first century craft practice. It includes 
wearable pieces to keep us warm but also to allow 
us to express our individuality, bags to enable 
us to carry, not only our belongings, but also our 
memories and thoughts and interior items - to 
create spaces for people to get together.

Leiko Uchiyama
t: +353 89 4174468
leikofelt@gmail.com
www.leikofelt.com
W S C
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Lollipops & 
Daydreams

I design and make stylish and comfortable 
children’s clothes with a modern twist. Motivated 
by a desire to create simple garments that allow 
freedom of movement and swing with a child’s 
energy, my designs are inspired by childhood 
nostalgia; by vintage clothes, children’s 
illustrations and nature, but most of all by the 
sheer magic of childhood. Using simple cuts, my 
children’s clothes celebrate colour, print, pattern 
and all things beautiful.

Maria Ryan
t: +353 86 0769720
lollipopsdaydreams@gmail.com
www.lollipopsdaydreams.com
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mm-ceramics

My current work explores the endless 
possibilities for different clay bodies in creating 
organic forms inspired by nature. Flowers 
and petals have influenced my current range 
of porcelain vases and bowls, the unique 
translucent quality of this material capturing the 
lightness and fragile quality of the petals. 

I also create sculptural work that explores the 
topography of the human body. In particular, 
I’m drawn to the human face and the diverse 
cultural and emotional permutations waiting to 
be captured in clay.

Martin Marley
+353 59 9775283
mmceramics@kilgraneyhouse.com
www.kilgraneyhouse.com/mmceramics.html
W S C
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Nicola Brown

Inspired by the beauty of the rural Irish 
landscape, I am constantly fascinated by the 
potential to transform un-spun wool and silk 
into sculptural or wearable felt by the simple 
addition of water, soap and friction from my 
hands. Harnessing the power of nature, much 
of my work is wrapped with local hedgerow 
materials, tied tightly and boiled to impart 
direct colour and prints onto the fabric.

Nicola Brown
t: +353 87 2789740
clasheen@gmail.com
clasheen.com
W S C
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Slaney HandCraft

My work is influenced by Japanese art, tradition 
and culture as well as Art Nouveau and the 
Arts and Crafts movement, which in part, was 
inspired by the introduction of Japanese art 
into Europe. Decorative lines, strong colours 
and refined motifs define my work and this is 
reflected in my fabric choices, appliqué designs 
and quilting lines.

Tomomi McElwee
t: +353 85 7749774
slaneyhandcraft@gmail.com
www.slaneyhandcraft.wordpress.com
W S C
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Stephen O’Briain 
Furniture

With a background in fine art painting, I first 
became interested in the possibilities of 
working in wood in 1992 after reading the 
inspirational books of Russian cabinetmaker 
James Krenov. Although my work has evolved 
stylistically from those early years, his influence 
lives on in my love of working with hand-tools 
and the search for simple but elegant design 
solutions. In the design of a piece of furniture, 
my instinct is to find a balance between the 
functionality of that piece and its sculptural 
form, where every line shape and aspect is 
considered - with the aim of creating a 
singular statement. 

Stephen O’Briain
t: +353 59 9771820 / +353 87 2707674
info@obriainfurniture.com
www.obriainfurniture.com
S
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Valg Studio

Bright colours, communicative simplicity and 
fascinating possibilities continue to excite me 
when working with polymer clay. Each time I 
begin to condition the clay I feel joy and the 
desire to reach for new ideas. Beautiful jewellery 
is a celebration of passion, dedication and 
craftsmanship and as I continue to learn and 
improve my skills, I look forward to contributing 
these beautiful things to the world around us.

Liga Valge
t: +353 85 1577059
valgstudio@gmail.com
www.valgstudio.blogspot.com
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A message from County Manager - 
Tom Barry

Carlow County Council has long recognised the 
pivotal role the craft and creative sector play in our 
society and as a collaborative group, which represents 
high quality creative work in County Carlow, I welcome 
FORM as a significant development in our ongoing 
support of the sector. County Carlow has a diverse 
mix of creative talent - our vision is that our creative 
sector should complement the region’s diverse 
entrepreneurial mix thus making County Carlow 
a better place to live, to work in and to visit.

Carlow County Council is fully committed to helping 
the creative sector explore their full potential for the 
benefit of all and wish FORM every success in their 
future activities.  

 
Tom Barry 
County Manager

FORM would like to thank the following for 
their contribution to this project:

Group formation & establishment: 

Sinead Dowling - Arts Officer, Carlow County Council. 

Anne Mulrooney - CEO, Visual Centre for Contemporary 
Art & The George Bernard Shaw Theatre. 
The Board & Staff of Carlow Community 
Enterprise Centres Ltd.

The Board & Evaluation Committee of 
Carlow County Enterprise Board:
Local Enterprise Office: Kieran Comerford and Anna Byrne 

Group Administrator: Mary Wynne 

Group Facilitator: Frances McDonald 

EUROPEAN REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FUND

Booklet Production: 

Photography: www.rorymoore.com 
with the exception of: 
Page 12 - profile image courtesy of designer
Page 26 - main image by Roland Paschhoff 

Design: Karen Nolan Design

Printing: Allied Print, Cork

Project Management: Frances McDonald 

Model: Aisling Ní Bhriain

FORM would like to especially thank Kilgraney Country 
House Accommodation, Bagenalstown, Co Carlow, 
who kindly provided the location for the official photo shoot. 

FORM is funded by Carlow County Council - 
Local Enterprise Office
            
May 2014



FORM is a group of designer makers 
and craftspeople living and working 
in the Carlow region of Ireland. 

Collectively, their aim is to:

• Raise the profile of designer makers and 
 craftspeople producing high quality work in 
 Co. Carlow.

• Promote Carlow as a destination for high 
 quality design and craft.

• Provide a forum for the exchange of views, 
 common objectives, collective activities, 
 constructive criticism and feedback amongst 
 highly skilled designer makers and craftspeople.

Additional images: 
Cover: Leiko FELT
Inside Front Cover: Martin Marley
Page 3: Nicola Brown
Page 4: Glenn Lucas Woodturning
Page 30: Cillian Ó Súilleabháin
Inside Back Cover: Emma Jane Champley



www.formcarlow.com


